PREFACE
A conference on "The Effects of  Aging  on the   Interaction of ilth and Behavior"  was held January 26  and 27,   1981,   at the lional Academy of  Sciences in Washington,  B.C.     The  conference was janized  by the  Institute of Medicine  through  its Division of Mental ilth and  Behavioral Medicine.     Support  was provided by  the Alcohol, ig Abuse,   and Mental Health Administration and  the National stitutes of Health.     This meeting was the fifth in a  series of   six ritational conferences to be conducted over  a two-year  period  as i principal data-gathering effort  for a   study of   "Health and lavior:     A Research Agenda."     These  conferences attempt  to
o      direct   the  behavioral   sciences toward a wider  range of health problems than the mental health  issues with which they have traditionally  been concerned
o       link the  biomedical and  behavioral   sciences
o       stimulate  interdisciplinary clinical and basic  research.
The   study  is designed  to assess the  present  and  potential itribution of  the  behavioral   sciences to  our understanding  of reral   serious and widespread  public health problems,   and  find  ways which both  the  biomedical and  behavioral   sciences can be employed reduce   the  burden of  illness in this country.     David A.  Hamburg, ).,  director of  the  Division of Health  Policy Research and ication at Harvard  University and former president of  the Institute Medicine,  is chairman of   the  committee  for  the   study  "Health  and lavior :     A Research Agenda."
Under   the  chairmanship of Judith  Rodin,   Ph.D.,   Professor  of rchology and  Psychiatry,  Yale University,   the conference on The cects of Aging   on the  Interaction of Health  and  Behavior  brought jether  behavioral  science  investigators and  biomedical  scientists ) have worked  extensively on the  biologic and  behavioral aspects of .ng,   along with   scientists  (both biomedical and  behavioral) who re  not worked  directly in this  interdisciplinary  area of health search.     In general,   the meeting was an opportunity collaborating explore  the   state  of  the  art and  new research initiatives with Bpect  to :
1)     the  changing  vulnerabilities of  the elderly  to disease,   the relationship of  attitudes and beliefs regarding health and illness that  influence  the health  behavior  of  the elderly and the  relationships of  the health care  provider to  the elderly
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